length, and penetrating to the bone. They were situated vertically, and lay parallel to each other at a distance of about three-fourths of an inch, and reached nearly to the root of the nose. The bone of the skull, over a space about the size of a dollar, under these wounds, was bare, being denuded of its investing membrane, and had been perforated by a circular opening an inch in diameter, by the surgical instrument, the trephine. At the inferior edge of this aperture, and opening into it, and about an inch and a half from the root of the nose, there was an irregular oval-shaped perforation of the bone, lying transversely, and measuring in its diameter half an inch in length. A small quantity of frothy, bloody-coloured fluid escaped from these openings. Immediately under the smaller perforation of the bone, there was an opening of a similar size and shape in the investing membrane of the brain, the dura mater. The membrane surrounding this opening, to the extent of about two inches, was of a dirty reddish-brown colour. A probe was passed through the opening, in a direction obliquely downwards and inwards, into the cavity of the skull, to the extent of two inches.
"The surface of the right hemisphere of the brain, particularly at its upper and anterior aspect, was covered by a film of coagulated lymph, and marked in several places by extensive spots of bloody-coloured effusion. Its anterior lobe, at the apex, was coated with purulent matter, and the substance of the brain at this point was of a dirty pink colour, pulpy, and disorganized. On The other point to which I would allude is the death by coma. I scarcely think that it was caused by any pressure on the brain from the wound, as there did not appear to be any bones exerting an undue pressure upon this organ. I am rather inclined to think that the coma was the result of the extensive deposit of lymph, which was found over the whole surface of the brain, and which was the result of long-continued dissipation. I may state, in regard to this case, that the patient stated he had concealed the nails at the door, where they were found, and, when found, they were covered with blood, and in the exact place where the patient described.
